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History Museum
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History Museum of
lchijodani
sakura
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Transportation

BBy Train
Wi IRFs.m Habulae
Setallatlerijedast Soatar. Whalezzst chout s miculzs.

@By Bus.......
‘malenztani-fane Tp
Gesalfat ek Shirean” bis sy

2By Car.
2hzut 20 mng s Sar Tk Sistion R Ak niko Lo
Mok aiztes ton bt irsaizmznze, offthe bokus s Cezreswsy

Ka mil}

Histary Museum of Ichijodani Asakura Family Site
A0 Ababa-To, Focui Cily, Suha Pruleciue 570 SEAN

Fhone : [+81]-776-41-2301 E-mak: ssakura@preffukul.lgp
htip:fasakura-museum.pref.fukui.lg.jp/080_wnglish
htipezfwww.Tacebook.com/IchijodaniMuscum

Fukui Gultursl lntamationsl Dispateh Exceutive Commuttes
fo o non Pvelecim RSN
pen el b teen 1 il

httpwawow real-fapan-fuhaijp B

ol

Gpariad zp Al gerr e Dadiae A, Sasinz nor DI nhe ta d IS
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Several decades of excavation wark have
unearthed countless numbers af relics
including ceramics, items made from stone,
waod and metal, paper, bones, and various
natural remains, 2,343 of which have been
designated as Important Culturz] Assels.

'I("'h | Jodam -;\sa_ku 21

I*mmh Site
..—‘ Ii—

The Ichijodani Asakura Clan Ruins located approximately
10kilometers soulheast of Fukui City are the remains of & castle
town dating back to the Sengoku Period (late 15th century Lo late
16th century). The ruins are unique in that they remained untouched
beneath the graund for more than 400 years, 278 hectares were
nationally designated as  special historic site in 1971 with the
area continuing to be excavated and maintained as a ruins park
today. Furthermore, four of the gardens within the historic site were
nationally designated as a Special Place of Scenic Beauty.

The exhibition roam, featuring a topographical model of lchijodani
along with the axcavated materials, is divided into various themes;
warring and the Asakura clan, faith and religion, tea ceremany
and recreational arts, housing, heat and light, everyday tools
and makeup implements, dining ware, cooking and storage,
and ecanomic activities in the middle ages. The materials are
presented in a concise znd easy Lo follow manner providing z better
understanding of the lifesiyles led by tha 10,000 or sa inhabitants of
Ichijodani during the Sengoku Periad.

“w
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The &sakura clan vias 3 samura’ farni'y originglly vaiting fram the abo
region of Fyogo Prefecturs. Whils the founder of the “chijedani branch
of tke Asakura clar, fsakera Takokage, joined the Wastern Forces
during the Onin War {1257 1477 he defocted 1 the Eastern Forces
a:Cehizen and set up cempin tchijczant. n 1427, hiz rzceivad an order
from the Shagun, Ashtkaga ¥oshimasz, 1 becore the o fiel Shugo
{miltary governor) o7 kcrizen, making hima Secgoka Daimyo (warond
of 112 Sengoku Period]. ¥ililary dispuies betwezn tha Shuge fmil tary
gavernar) ol Tekizen Provinee, the Shiba clan, ard the Shugeda
tecting militacy governar) the Kai clan, contirued ino the ru'e of the
zecond ‘cader Asakura Jjikaga. It wasn't until the third lezcer Asekura
Sacacage repelled the <aga l<ku-ikki rzbellion of 1504 il Fchizen
Pravince finally reached a siate of siebilily The 'ourth lzarer fsa<ura
lakakzye, whe meade regular miltary expeditians :a Omi, Mina and
plivgr neighboring sravinces, alsy proviced protection to the educated
#ile leaving the eapital, includice monks and caurt noblas from Kyoto
Ry sy (L Lo ikl b NS and Mara. While the fifth ‘eader Asakurz Yoshkape welcomed fshikega
il b L L L Yosniakiiwna latar became the 15th Ashikeza Shogun) inio the imsarial
Palace of Aryo-ji lemole in [chijodani, and srowed greel boszitaity by
hosting bzruuets such as the one hels i Narygoi Tample, Y251 kage
rgo © » decazd nat bulloe Yashizki 1o 1he capita . Oda Mobunaga later defeated
l ll e l llb Lor Y O ' {Ihe fiss kurz arny n1he Battle of Tonezakair 1573, binging an end zo
v

1 Asakura cian’s «2in a3 Sengeku Daimye, and curning Ichijodani o

Lthe Asakura Clan [Hikiites

30
sy

TR, e S

Rersgira of Aaadues Yeshikage's vl

froge of As: g lkape
Pomerlp ol Sk ot g Tampk
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Y
a Ceremony 4 oo plo Tkt O
o ‘ wlection ol rmgnuseripl lemplates
ased Tor ‘amily educaion)
\ have been axcavated along
‘ with 3 variety of stationery
’ iterns including inkszones and

in<eel's, exposirg the exsience

’ ' ol well educaled peasle, Feeryday
recreational items such as shagi piecas,
sugarcku cice, stane picces, boats, and

da/ls hava alsc been recovered, pointing to Tz
resident'sintersstin the recestional arts

and FFaith

X 5 - % Shogi praasee
Yashiaki an

t the prot
/ Asakura clan. Their
cantributions helped develos

¢ e
® o &
®@® e ¢ (¢

Sugueabu gemie paezes clhize s precex

lehi pdan haused rumeraus temples. Soma 3,000 stonz Buddnas

and stone towers inc uding Amida (Buddha), Jzo {guardian deity

of childran}, Kennon iGoddess of Mzrey), and Garirto (five-storey

grevestones) have been found it and erounc Ickijodeni Mary othzr

relics such as jichingu § ters for eppeasing the god of the lend) and

idels have glso been unezrlhed, giving us s gimose of the Tith ol
s residen s during the Sangaeu Perios.

1 b reess brey conistar, tea bowd, ted candy

NM?NH?MSIO'IITHIDD she Doz ey

other househ
unearthed thrangh
attesting to the wia
high lavel atwh
such asthe tea

by residents a:the time.
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Mlore thar 15 garcens incluging the Asakura Yeketa Remains Ganden
havz baar “aund within the ruins sitz, givirg us an excallznt idza
of garoen acsign in the 10th century 11 lchijodant fuins containg
Japan’s lergest numbzr of gerdens disovered. The great variaty of
excavated gardens atiests o the popularity of gardening in - chijodani
etthetime The Asakure Yakala Zemairs Garden ‘s cherzcterizad by
the Tiat Kewara Stones lining the entire bed of the pond. Nest o the
qarder is a fea-room thoushtta have serves as & point of appreiai on
‘o th2 garder and fortez cardas. itis almost 35 if the ugright bolers
found thrcughout the Yudone Remains Gerden Farbor e spiriis of
warlords from the Szagoku Period. Tz Suws Yaketa Remains Garde

‘zthe largzstand mostsplendid of the excavated gardens and boasts

gorgeous trted suturmngl seves,

13/19
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a Castle Town

D' -

The living wuerters of ichijodan'’s residents vared in size deperdirg
on theirstatus n the sorial hizrarchy. Taz loez, bis family ard other
upperclazs samurai buils nuwerans stracturas 1o meet 3 varisty
ol purpases. Theirimprassively large residences featurad @ garden
surrounded by earthen wel's and fances. Lowar-class senurai and
average residents used the full wicth of their srd to huild 4 5 ngle
multi-purposz structurz thet ofien sccommedstzs & shap and work
arza. Whilz there ey havz been asignilican| ¢as in terms of scale,
g3ch rasidznss a1y owr well, unlike he shares wel s sean inather
lwnssuchas [da ana Kyota,

’

Recraated Sanural Raskencs

14/19

Anile Soae Boaling Tike

The bz stuclure el the residences thamselvas aopear to share many
corenon archilectural traits. In 2lace of rocf tiles, racks were coverad
with the bark of Japanese cypress and cedar trees, wooden shingls:
and long plank slats, or with thatch-like materizls. The highsstpairtan
the roof wes fitted with zr Oniitz (gargoyle-liks stong arwonden plate
used on the rdqz-zads of & roal} orbuilding stones. Whilz all pilars
werz square and most builzings have a carnersione, sama stuctines
ware constru fed with pllzrs sunkinta tha graund. Earthen wal s were
consteueted uzing wattle and daus technicues with rooms separatzd
by wooden dors eteeters. Itis shaught the interiors consisted mainly
o woaden flacrs, with tatami and sthar floaring materials uzed in
certein sections. T72 ruins alse show evidznce of garthe Hoors, Living
conditiors in crijodani sppear to Fevz been rzlatively similasta
residences of tha oy “eriod [1403-1840),

Glodanl Tam Georama



[hz townscape of this once prossarous castle town hes bean excavated
and reueeled i1 2lmast i3 origing stete. =xcavation of 3 sarura

rz5 dence on o plat of lard mezsurirg 20 meters east to west ard 20
maters nort ta seutn has revezled iwo entrances, with easthen vwal s,
: arrain house maasering 11,2 me s zasl 1o westand 7.5 meters north
i o2 10 500t1, atzz rworn in the southeast camer misasuring 2.7 meters on all
' four sides, and & garden. Other everyday facilitics such as 3 storeroom,
well, ang laiel nave a so bean recraatad. In order to oreszive e
axccavaled nons, the surface nas been -aised vy 60 cenlimelers, and

- lw( WY ll S ( s (ll') (\ . : caraful cong devation was te<en 1o ensure historival y acourae materials,
b J .

2 Restored

tools and techniques werz used la recrzzla the esidenca.

W » ey el e i Li 1L —v:;—-———éi
e v\'ﬁé—l'___'\l .’“l‘i'ﬁ ¥ R remn e 3. S———mE o

. B ‘.D;"\:' SR S w
b ee———— 1 (L] BRGESY ¥ 3 PN m——

Several cocades of excavation war< have ravealad the Asakuse
Clan Ruins s the first concrete axample of & castle town from the
Sengeku Peried. Tha samurai residences, temples, and towhouses of
merchants and crzftsmen clasaly Fning the network of roads running
througn lchjodani 3+2 a spectacular s ght. Defensz measures such as
non-gligning I-uncticrs erd dzad erds can alss be found. The nuns
show thet 3 besic uricof 30 metzrs was used lor corsiruciona’ 2is
castle town. . Srazanind vibege Heata _urzucmunhn tratiseians boase
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Ichijodani Asakura | Clan Ruin Sie

Map

B Sinchures [ Corthenromearta —-— Specizl Hislor cd Sl baundary © o Park
s Frvirarmenta Ceve ozment Sres el R, crabage. mzat ez 8 Tiees il Reatrcom:
T A arks —— Footpsth T Basshep

w— Pratazhural Soute ebc

Muscenm Information

| 1T S PN R oo | AAESSION e oo
9am 10 3om (no zzmission after 4:20pm) BWPormenent “‘h'b'*'mf
<Individuals= 00 yen <Groups: 20 yen
Closed Free admission for persans 1igh schoal age and balow,
o or 70 years and older
viozr-end and Mew ear ulidays DLV o X
> 2 230yzn for vint ticke: with "Resored Townscage

Wy <lose temporarily for exhizition rzarrengeant and mainzenance

W Special Exhibifion
[epandsan ta Exaibitior
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TZR. 2ETH—SREEES NEEEX This is the site of the residence of the
HZOME MESKEHROBEE TY. last leader of the Asakura Clan,
MEBERHIBUAR EHFRET>TWED Asakura Yoshikage. At 6400 square
STHTHDFERLICRTSATVE meters, it was an appropriate

Y. ZOMEROMISEMISEEA00mB residence for the leader of the

19/19



