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New Varieties of Rakkyo which can be Cooked,
as a Result of Interspecific Hybridization
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New Varieties of Rakkyo which can be Cooked,
as a Result of Interspecific Hybridization

Yukio NOMURA"’, Toshiharu KAZUMA?* and Koichi MAKARA"

Summary

Interspecific hybrids between Rakkyo (Allium chinense) and Bunching onion (A. fistulosum) or onion
(A. cepa) were produced using a pollinated ovary culture of Rakkyo. New varieties were selected from a
point of view that they are available for various cooking methods. The characteristics of the selected
int_erspecific hybrid between Rakkyo and Bunching onion were as follows:Rakkyo-like bulb shape, white
colored bulbs, little Rakkyo-like smell, high multiplication rate, and high productivity. The selected hybrid
is suitable for frying. While, the characteristics of the selected interspecific hybrid between Rakkyo and
onion were as follons:larger and rounder bulbs than those of Rakkyo, red colored bulbs, little Rakkyo-like
smell, a little lower multiplication rate than Rakkyo, but high productivity because of heavy weight of a
bulb. The selected hybrid is suitable not only for frying but also for salad because of its vivid red color.
Both varieties have to be harvested from the end of May to the begining of June, because they start to

sprout at the begining of June.



