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Semi-early Forcing of Eustoma grandiflora (Raf.) Shinners by Using
Seed Vernalization Treatment

Hiroshi SAKAMOTO™

Summary

To establish a semi-early forcing of Eustoma with reduced production cost, effects of exposure of sown seeds
to 10°C for 35 days or day extension by incandescent lighting on the flowering and the cut flower quality were
investigated. Flowering times of three cultivars among four were accelerated by the chilling treatment to the
same extent or more than those by the day extension. Although the effects greatly varied among cultivars,
halves of 41 commercially-available cultivars flowered earlier (seven-day advance or more) by the chilling
treatment. Five cultivars that exhibited both sufficient early flowering (11-day advance or more) and little
decrease in cut flower quality (cut flower length more than 80 cm) were selected, i.e. ‘Pikoro Pink Flash ’,
‘Candy Dolphin ’, “‘Cute Purple’, ‘Cute Blue Picoty’ and ‘Ace White’.
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