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Structure of Common Buckwheat (Fagopyrum esculentum Moench)
Kernel by Scanning Electron Microscopy

Satoshi KURINAMI, Masatoshi SUGIMOTO

Summary
The structure of Common buckwheat (Fagopyum esculentum Moench) kernel, cultivar Imajozairai, was
observed by scanning electron microscope. The thickness of the pericarp was about 70 jam. On the surface of
the pericarp and of the seed coat, the fungal hyphae and the small substances that looked like bacteria could be
seen. The aleurone layer was 1 layer. Protein bodies and spherosomes were recognized in both aleurone cells and
cotylendon cells. In the endosperm, the prismatic structure of cells filled with starch granules could be seen. The
starch granules of round or polygonal were 3-10 jam in diameter.



