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Estimated yield of cultivated Wakame (Undaria pinnatifida) per production area in
Fukui Prefecture.

Daichi NAKANO

Wakame (Undaria pinnatifida) has been cultivated along the coast of Fukui Prefecture, and the total
yield for the prefecture is published in the Hokuriku Annual Report of Agriculture, Forestry, and
Fisheries Statistics. However, the yield per production area is unknown. Since each fisheries
cooperative can purchase wakame seeds for cultivation, the yield per each fisheries cooperative was
estimated based on the relationship between the yield in the prefecture and the actual purchase of seeds
by each fisheries cooperative. The Wakasa-Mikata Fisheries Cooperative and the Obamashi Fisheries
Cooperative accounted for approximately 80—85% of the total seed purchases in the prefecture. Since
2018, the Wakasa-Mikata Fisheries Cooperative has harvested approximately 10 tons per year,
whereas the Obamashi Fisheries Cooperative has harvested approximately 2—5 tons per year. The
amount of cultivated wakame shipped to local markets during the harvest season was small, suggesting
that most of the cultivated wakame was consumed locally. After 2020, the Wakasa-Mikata Fisheries
Cooperative halved its purchase of wakame seeds, but the amount in the local market did not change
as much. Based on the information from the local market respondents, it was deduced that the scale of
wakame cultivation was decreasing due to a decline in local consumption.
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