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Effects of Estrus Suppression Agent Administration on Weight Gain and Meat Quality in
Fattening Female Japanese Black Cattle

Satoshi HASHIMOTO and Tomoyuki SATO
Fukui Prefectural Livestock Experiment Station

Abstract

Fattening female Japanese Black cattle often face issues such as reduced feed intake and variability in meat quality
due to estrus. To address these problems, this study investigated the effects of an estrus suppression agent (Bopriva;
Zoetis Japan Inc., Tokyo), released in May 2020, on weight gain and meat quality stabilization in female Japanese
Black cattle. Twelve cattle were divided into two groups: a treatment group (administered the agent) and a control
group (not administered), with six animals in each. The study compared weight gain, behavioral observations, carcass
grading results, and ovarian conditions between the two groups. The results showed no significant difference in
weight gain. Behavioral observations did not reveal any clear trends. However, carcass grading indicated a tendency
for increased carcass weight and larger longissimus dorsi muscle area in the treatment group. Additionally,
examination of the ovaries after slaughter revealed that the ovaries in the treatment group were significantly (p < 0.05)
smaller in weight compared to the control group, suggesting effective suppression of estrus.
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