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Establishment of Fattening Techniques for Male Fuku-jidori Chickens Using Plastic Greenhouses

Naofumi IKEDA, Kanji HIRAGA, Mariko TAKATSUKAD and Kinuyo FUNAZUKA
Fukui Prefectural Livestock Experiment Station
1) Livestock Hygiene Service Center

Abstract

Focusing on the previously underutilized male Fuku-jidori chickens, a fattening trial and tasting and
evaluation session were conducted in fiscal year 2023. The results indicated promising demand for meat from
male Fuku-jidori chickens. To ensure a stable supply, a fattening trial was conducted using plastic greenhouses
as poultry houses, aiming to reduce initial costs and explore the potential for new entrants into the industry.
Chickens were raised to 120 days of age under three conditions: plastic greenhouse poultry houses with
stocking densities of 6 birds/m?2 (based on the Fuku-jidori rearing manual) and 10 birds/m?2 (based on Japanese
Agricultural Standards), and windowless poultry houses with a density of 10 birds/m2. Growth performance,
carcass traits, meat quality, and environmental conditions within the poultry houses were compared. The results
showed that in plastic greenhouse poultry houses, heat stress negatively affected body weight, meat yield, and
feed conversion ratio compared to windowless poultry houses. No significant differences were observed
between the two stocking densities, suggesting that a density of 10 birds/m2 is appropriate for fattening male
Fuku-jidori chickens.

Keywords: Fuku-jidori, male, plastic greenhouse poultry house, stocking density
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