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Breeding of autumn-flowering Allium ‘Autumn Violet’
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Breeding of autumn-flowering 4/lium ‘ Autumn Violet’

Yukio NOMURA, Toshiharu KAZUMA, Takao TSUCHIYA and Teruyuki NAGAI
Summary

Interspecific hybrids between Rakkyo (Allium chinense G. Don) and Yama-Rakkyo (4. thunbergii G. Don)
were produced through ovary culture of Rakkyo. Among these hybrids, a variety suitable for use as cut-flowers
was selected and named ‘Auturon Violet” . The characteristics of ‘Autumn Violet” are as follows: flowering
from October to November with strong and solid stems of over 60cm in length, a little tight and spherical
umbels consisting of more than 60 flowers, five- to sixfold bulb propagation rate in a year. ‘Autumn Violet" ,
because of its characteristics autumo-flowering, can create a new demand for cut-flowers without competing
with other alliums which do not possess this characteristic. Moreover, ‘Autumn Violet” is easy to cultivate
having a cultivation process similar to that of Rakkyo. ‘Autumn Violet’ has the added advantage of being
able to grow in heavier soil such as loam soil in which overall quality of the cut-flower is improved. Based on
these aspects ‘Autumn Violet’ can be expected to be introduced to wide range of areas.



